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PERSPECTIVES CLASS OFFERED AT CPCC
SUNDAY AUGUST 16 - DECEMBER 6, 2020

Cost $250. First two nights are free. 

***EARLY REGISTRATION AND MULTIPLE 
FAMILY MEMBER DISCOUNTS OFFERED***

Perspectives is a fifteen week course designed around four 
vantage points or “perspectives” — Biblical, Historical, Cultural 
and Strategic. Each one highlights different aspects of God’s global 
purpose. Join us and experience God’s heart for all people and 

encounter the momentum of the WORLD CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT. 

Perspectives allows you to hear from 15 different instructors over 
the course of 15 weeks. Believers from all walks of life will hear how 
God has been and continues to work throughout the world. Learn 
more about God’s kingdom and His glory. Find out what your part 

is in this exciting movement. No matter who you are or what you do, 
Perspectives will help you learn how to live for GOD’S KINGDOM.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER, GO TO:
WWW.PERSPECTIVES.ORG/TOPEKAKS

http://www.Perspectives.org/TopekaKS
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OUR SENIOR PASTOR
a message from

Derek Slack

Speak

Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man 
who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all 
the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified 
but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus 
is

 “‘the stone you builders rejected,
 which has become the cornerstone.’

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.”

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men 
had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed 
standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them 
to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we 
going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they 
have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from 
spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to 
anyone in this name.”

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in 
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen 
to you, or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.”

Friends, I speak out of the things that I have seen and heard and for that reason I 
cannot help but speak. Jesus is the one who took this heroin addict and made me 
into a preacher of His truth. 

You want to know where I stand? You want to know where I speak? I will speak for 
those who have no voice, and I will do all I can to honor His word. How could I not?  
I cannot stop speaking on what I have seen and heard!

No situation in this world is outside of God’s great redemptive power and no man, 
Donkey, or Elephant will be able to put an end to that. So if you must speak, speak 
in what Jesus has done in you, and what you have seen and heard him do in others! 
How could you not? Speak truth where other don’t have a voice. Speak joy where it 
is lacking. Speak into darkness with light. Speak Jesus...how could you not?

Swimming in the deep end,

Derek

OUR SENIOR PASTOR
a message from

continued

Speak...continued from page 2

continued on page 3

Social media being the distraction that it is, can also be a way for us to voice and 
interact in conversations that we might not have out in public. Some see that as a good 
thing. Some see that as a bad thing. I can see both of those thoughts holding weight, but 
one thing that I am sure we can agree on is it has allowed many of us to speak.

For those who are quiet and more introverted, it has allowed them to have a louder 
voice without having the pain and the exhaustion that can come with speaking their 
opinions or beliefs.

Now, the flip side of social media is when it takes on a voice that shakes out unneeded 
hurt and false accusations. It is in these times that I begin to weigh what is worth 
responding to and when I just need to move on. 

It is often in my silence that I am most criticized. Often as a pastor I am pressed up 
against the pressure to take some political stance so that the world knows where I stand. 
If one must know where I stand on all things, I find those answers in the Bible and in 
no political stance.

There is no political stance that will ever be so important that I need to supersede my 
respect for the word of God. 

So in light of all the political upheaval and the difficult things that we have experienced 
in this last year, I have been asked once again if I will ever speak about these things. 
When will I speak?

So let me lay out the areas that I am going to speak. I will not engage in fruitless 
arguments. I will not be sucked into some political agenda filled conversation that leads 
to more hatred than anything else. I will however speak out of the truth that God has 
instructed me to do.

So how do we decide what is worthy to stand for, or better yet, to speak about? The 
better question might be, are you more concerned about what I think, which holds no 
weight at all in this life, or what the word of God has to say?

I tend to speak more out of my experiences in life. Those experiences where the Word 
of God and my life are most intertwined. I speak more where God has brought in 
redemption. I speak more where I have personally seen the Word of God come alive in 
front of me and through me. How could I not speak to these things?

When Peter and John had healed a man in Acts chapter 4, they had caused quite a 
disturbance. They were approached by the Sadducees, the Priests and the temple guard. 
Since it was evening they were arrested and put into jail and the next day brought 
before them to answer by what power or name they were doing this? 

Then Peter responded...



Jeff Martens

STUDENT MINISTRIES
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Amos 2:4-5, 9-11; 4:13, 5:8

We all have been in situations where we just 
didn’t know what to do; situations where 
we weren’t sure why things were happening; 
situations that left us feeling hopeless and 
alone and asking ourselves, “Is God really 
there?”. We have all been in situations where 
we felt like we had little, to no control, over 
what was happening to or around us.  

In some cases, that feeling of no control means that someone, or some outside entity, 
is forcing things on you that you do not like or want. 

There are unfortunate events in life that are the act of people mistreating others 
either with violence, actions, words, deeds, etc.

As I learn more about God’s sovereignty over us and over every aspect of our lives, 
I need to recognize that although His sovereignty is real, it does not mean He will 
intercede in every situation.

There are very unfortunate circumstances that all of us wish God would have 
stopped as they were happening or will prevent from happening in the future. 

Just because He did not stop those things, does not mean He is not still in control.

His ultimate will is being worked out on a grand scale, and we have to TRUST that 
what He is doing and allowing has purpose in our lives and in the lives of everyone 
around the world. 

God loves his people, and cares for them unconditionally, even when it does not 
seem that way. 

Let me put a different way. If a man were to put an ant in a bowl, the “sovereignty” of 
the man over the ant is not in doubt. 

The ant may try to crawl out, and the man may not want this to happen. 

But the man is not forced to crush the ant, drown it or pick it up. 

The man, for reasons of his own, may choose to let the ant crawl away, but the man 
is still in control. 

There is a difference between allowing the ant to leave the bowl and helplessly 
watching as it escapes. 

The cartoon version of God’s sovereignty implies that, if the man is not actively 
holding the ant inside the bowl, then he must be unable to keep it in there at all.

The Sovereignty of God

High School & Middle 
School Youth Group

Middle School Youth 
Group meets every 
Wednesday evening 

at the church.

High School Youth 
Group meets at the church 
on Sundays following the 

worship service. 

Attention 2020 
Graduates

If you graduated from 
High School, College or 
Trade School this May, 

please contact Pastor Jeff 
with your name, school 

from which you graduated 
and your future plans. 
We will celebrate this 
milestone with you on 

Sunday, July 19th. 

Contact Pastor Jeff at 
785-845-4131 with questions.

The illustration of the man and the ant is at least a vague parallel to God’s 
sovereignty over mankind. 

God has the ability to do anything, to take action and to intervene in any 
situation; however, He often chooses to act indirectly or to allow certain 
things for reasons of His own. 

His will is furthered in any case. 

God’s “sovereignty” means that He is absolute in authority and unrestricted in 
His supremacy. 

Everything that happens is, at the very least, the result of God’s permissive 
will.

This holds true even if certain specific things are not what we would prefer. 

The right of God to allow mankind’s free choices is just as necessary for true 
sovereignty as His ability to enact His will, wherever and however He chooses.

This enacting of God’s will benefited the Israelites.

In the midst of His anger and frustration with Israel, God tried to get them to 
recognize His presence and to understand He is still their God.

He told the people that even the changing of night to day and back to night 
was in control. 

That the rains that provided for their crops, livestock and themselves was His 
doing.

So often in life we feel like that ant in a big white bowl.

We wander around the bowl without any real direction, and then God puts a 
sugar cube right in front of us to provide for our needs, and we think it just 
happened by coincidence or good luck, without thinking that God was the 
one that put it in our path.

Conversely, when we get to the edge of the bowl and are in danger of falling 
off the rim, and we feel God pushing us back into the bowl we get mad that 
we were not allowed to go in the direction we wanted...in reality, God was just 
protecting us from greater danger.

As our world is turned upside down right now, remember our God is still in 
control.

“Look at the nations and watch and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do 
something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.”

Habakkuk 1:5

continued on page 5

STUDENT MINISTRIES

The Sovereignty of God...continued from page 4



Can I just tell you that this first month being 
back together, in-person, as a Church, has been 
wonderful! 

I did enjoy the slower pace bought by the 
coronavirus but I have so missed all of you, my 
church family. I was overwhelmed with joy the 
first Sunday everyone attended Worship together and the first Thursday night back 
with the kids had me rejoicing! I loved getting to worship, laugh, talk and learn with   

   the kiddos and the sponsors again. As you can tell from 
   the pictures, we have so much fun on Thursday nights! 

   We began a new series called “Jesus League” on 
   Thursday nights. This series takes a look at the 
   disciples. Each lesson focuses on a quality possessed by 
   the disciple and serves as an example to the kids of a 
   quality which followers of Jesus should have.

   These lessons are very fitting as there is so much  
   disagreement and anger in the world right now. The  
   lessons help the children (and adults too!) look at the  

   way Jesus calls us to act. His disciples mirrored 
   qualities that Jesus himself has. Qualities like LOvE, 
   KINDNESS, BRAvERY and BOLD FAITH. 
   Qualities that show those around us that Jesus has 
   transformed our lives just like Paul’s. 

   Jesus does transform our lives. He gives us an    
   abundance of grace and mercy. He shows us the way  
   to live and to love. He has an individual purpose for 

each and every one of us. He has placed us in the lives of others so we can show the 
transformation Jesus has made in our 
own lives. To show the freedom He gives 
us from the love and forgiveness He gave 
to us on the cross.

So, let’s join together and help act the way 
Jesus calls us to act! Let’s love, be kind, be 
brave and let’s live out a BOLD FAITH!

a message from

OUR WORSHIP LEADER

Jayme Green
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A Face in the Crowd

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Miranda Bohlender

Kid’s T.N.T.
Kids Pre-K to 5th grade 
are invited to join us on 

Thursday nights for Kid’s
Thursday Night Teaching 

(T.N.T.). Doors open 
at 6:15 p.m., with 
activities taking 

place from  
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

We will not be
serving dinner

during the Summer.

Back Together

VBS & Summer
C a m p s

Updates regarding
VBS & Summer 

camps will be posted
on the church website 
and Facebook page as 

details become available.

Look to the Lord and His strength, seek His face always. I Chronicles 16:11

Remember being little and being in a school program or playing sports? Remember 
scanning the crowd to find your mom or dad or someone else that was there just to 
see you? Remember how good that felt? As children, we would look frantically to 
find that face in the crowd that could really comfort us, no matter how nervous or 
scared we might be. Once we were able to lock eyes with that person that we knew 
loved us no matter what happened on that field or on that stage, we were invincible. 
The reassurance of their love and support got us through whatever it was we had to 
do.

The Bible tells us to “seek” our Lord numerous times but I have always been a 
little puzzled by (and drawn to at the same time) the very specific instruction in 
I Chronicles to seek His face.  Why specifically His face? I think that the situation 
above is a great illustration of the instruction in this verse. Well, we all know that 
the love our Heavenly Father has for us far surpasses the love that any two earthly 
people can share and if that’s the case then how much more of an inspiration would 
it be to find His face looking lovingly at us while we perform on the stage or the 
playing field that is our lives?

No matter how scary, or stressful, or challenging our lives and all the obstacles they 
throw at us can be, if we seek the Father’s face and draw strength from it, we can face 
anything. Just like seeing the loving smile of your parents from the stands gave us 
courage and inspiration to do our best, God’s loving gaze can be all we need to get us 
through whatever it is we face.



Women’s Ministry
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Monthly Bible Verses
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness,
and the result is eternal life.  ~ Romans 6:22

No Prayer Shawl Meeting in July.
There will be no 

Prayer Shawl 
meeting this month.

Please contact Judi Cox with 
questions or for more information.

Ladies Bible Studies
Wednesdays 

6:45 to 8:00 p.m.

The Book of James
by Kay Arthur
Led by Barb Gray 

Group meets in the CPCC Parlor.

Thursdays
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Selected Psalms
Group meets at the home of 

Allison Crow. To ensure proper 
social distancing, please notify
Allison if you are new to the 
group and would like to join!

This July we are taking all of our summer events and rolling them into one 
month! We have Christmas in July collections for our adopted families this 
December, our 2nd Annual Summer Cash Bash, and this year Doorstep is the 
Envista Cares charity for July!

Last December Doorstep assisted 277 households involving 883 individuals 
with Christmas gifts and food. Each year we celebrate “Christmas in July” to 
get a jump start on collecting new items for our annual Christmas adoption!  
Our goal is to help alleviate some of the strain during the holidays by also 
collecting items mid-year. Doorstep will adopt 260 households with 800+ 
individuals this December through the Christmas Bureau. Our focus for 
Christmas in July is household items, health kit items, toys, school supplies, 
gifts for men and women, sheet sets, and blankets. These are items that are 
not seasonal, and easy to find this time of year! The families we adopt are 
in need of basic items. They are so happy to receive a new set of dishes, new 
sheets, pots and pans, or a crockpot! We give every family a blanket or quilt.  
   
Each school aged child we adopt receives school supplies and a backpack, 
and each household receives a health kit filled with hygiene products, and 
wrapped with a new bath towel, hand towel and washcloth! Each child 
receives one bigger toy as their gift, and other smaller items are available 
along with games, books, stuffed animals, stocking stuffers etc.  

You can bring your Christmas donations to worship in July (if your 
congregation is open), or to Doorstep, Monday – Friday, 8am – 3pm.

Our 2nd Annual Summer Cash Bash has the same anonymous donor 
offering up $8,000 in match money if we can raise $20,000 during the month 
of July in donations! And, to make it even better…Envista Credit Union is 
making Doorstep the Envista Cares charity in July, and will match $2,500 in 
donations!

During this rough year of COVID-19, help us have a great July, and push 
us on through to the end of the year, and the Christmas Store, with your 
generous donations!

Doorstep

Deaconess 
    Meeting

The next Deaconess meeting is

Saturday, July 11th
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the church.

at Doorstep



Missions & Outreach
JULY 

CROSS GUARD
       

Sunday School
9:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

July 5th
No SS Classes

July 12th
Dan Force

July 19th
Brian Stovall

July 26th
Andrew Swickard

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. - Noon

July 5th
Rodney Barrand
& Ray DeMoss

July 12th
Steve Horton

& Todd Huston

July 19th
Jimmie King

& Charles McWilliams

July 26th
Nick Ward
& Jeff Teske

10
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The next Cornerstone newsletter will print Monday, July 27th. 
Please have all items to the office by 5 p.m. Monday, July 20th.

News and Notes

For the next several weeks, boxes of farm fresh dairy, fruit and 
produce will be available (while supplies last) as part of a nationwide 

program called FARMERS TO FAMILIES. If you, or anyone you know,
is in need of food, please call the church office by 5:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday with information on where to deliver your box.

When police destroyed a 
building in February 2019 
that was being used as a house 
church in the Boke province, 
they may have thought 
they were eliminating their 
“Christian problem.” 

But Christ can’t be limited by 
a building. 

In the year since the building’s 
destruction, so many people 
have come to Christ that the 
church does not have room 
for them all. 

The church is currently adding 
on to its existing building, 
making it larger than before 
to accommodate all the new 
believers.

~ Reprinted from Voice of the    
   Martyrs magazine, June 2020

LAOS:  Destroyed House 
Church Now Larger 
than Before

Praying for the Persecuted

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD DRIvES - HELP NEEDED!
We continue to collect non-perishable food items, hygiene 

items, masks and cleaning supplies for biweekly food drives 
for our CPCC neighbors. (NO CLOTHES PLEASE!)

 
Donated items will be given away every Tuesday and Friday 

from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the church. (weather permitting) 
 

Donations may be dropped off at either the Sherrer/Holmes 
or White family’s homes. Items are accepted any time of day, 

simply drop your items on their porches to be given away. 
There’s no need to call in advance.  

 
White Family - 1515 SW Fillmore - (785) 338-1378

Sherrer/Holmes Family - 4710 NW Redwood Dr. - (785) 845-9995

***HELP NEEDED IN JULY***
volunteers are needed to assist with the Food Drive on
July 17th, 21st, 24th, 28th & 31st from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Morning & Afternoon shifts available!
Please contact Kim White at 785-338-1378 or 
Linda Bohlender at 785-213-6463 to sign up!

 
THANK YOU FOR SERvING OUR CPCC NEIGHBORS IN NEED!

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
JOHN 6:35

All Sunday School classes 
will begin meeting in person

on Sunday, July 12th. 
A list of classes & their locations 

can be found on our website.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Going to be gone or unexpectedly missing a Sunday? Our online 
streaming service is available every Sunday morning at 10:45 a.m. 

Watch from wherever you are via our YouTube channel, CPCC Topeka. 

WORSHIP LIVE WITH US VIA
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   1 2 3
Independence Day Holiday

4
Independence Day

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31  

PDF Calendar © calendarlabs.com

Prayers & Notables

Our Thoughts & 
Prayers are with...

Topeka Presbyterian Manor Residents 
Robert & Agnes Cox

McCrite Plaza Nursing Home Resident
Darlene McCarter

Monthly Events at CPCC...

Operation Rolling 
Thunder
8:00 AM
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of
Allison Crow 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(No Dinner)

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

6:30 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-Derek’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
via Zoom
No SS
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group 

6:30 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-Derek’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor 

6:30 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-Derek’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR JULY 4TH 
HOLIDAY
5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church

5:00 PM
Newsletter 
Deadline 
5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

Operation Rolling Thunder
Please take some time on 
Saturday, July 4th

and commit to prayer regarding:
church, education, military, government, 

entertainment, health, family and business.

Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting
Beginning, July 12th the Sunday morning prayer 
group will begin meeting in person. Join others at 

8:30, in the middle classroom off the Fellowship Hall 
for 30 minutes to spend time praising the Lord, 

praying for His leading and blessing, and asking Him 
to move powerfully in our classes and worship time. 

Monday Prayer Meeting
All are invited to join the Elders on Monday 

evenings at 5:30, as they continue praying 
for our church, our city, our state and the nation.

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of
Allison Crow 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(No Dinner)

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of
Allison Crow 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(No Dinner)

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of
Allison Crow 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(No Dinner)

6:30 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-Derek’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM SS
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group  

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM SS
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group 

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM SS
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group 

12
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6:30 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-Derek’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of
Allison Crow 
6:30 - 8:00 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(No Dinner)
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Prayer Time - Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service & K-motion - Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
SIAFU - No SIAFU in July
High School Youth Group - Sundays 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Prayer Time - Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
A.R.R.O.W.  - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group - Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Kid’s T.N.T. - Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.WEEK

JOIN US
DURING 
THE

Randy Lesseski
Associate Pastor

randy@centralparkcc.org

Jeff Martens
Student Ministry Pastor

jeff@centralparkcc.org
Lynda Buchanan

Administrative Assistant
lbuchanan@centralparkcc.org

Jayme Green
Worship Leader

jayme@centralparkcc.org

CPCC Pastoral  & Support Team

Miranda Bohlender
Student Ministry Pastor

miranda@centralparkcc.org

Linda Bohlender
Media Specialist

lbohlender@centralparkcc.org

Derek Slack
Senior Pastor

derek@cen t ra lparkcc .o rg

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

1535 SW Clay St.
Topeka, KS 66604

Phone: (785) 234-5963 
Fax: (785) 234-0538

www.centralparkcc.org


