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Anniversary Dinner Celebration!!
“Seeking the Peace of the City”
Sunday Evening, December 9th, 5:30

It’s not too late to make your reservation! 
Call the church office at 234-5963.

Join the church family as we enjoy an evening of fellowship and encouragement 
on Sunday, December 9th. We will gather for a festive meal, enjoy some great 
conversations as we catch up on what God is doing among us, and hear from a 
dear friend in the ministry, Chris Stewart. We have “linked arms” many times with 
Chris in our endeavors to reach kids with the life transforming message of Jesus!

Chris and his wonderful wife, Angie, have been blessed with three great children, 
Grayson, Emma and Rachel. Chris is the founder and executive director of The 
Bridge, an urban ministry reaching at-risk children and youth in the city. He 
received his training in cross cultural ministry and church planting at Harding 
School of Theology and Memphis University. He has served on staff at two 
multicultural church plants in Memphis, but Topeka has been “home base” for 
many years.

The main dish is provided, and when everyone contributes by bringing side dishes, 
salads or a dessert, it all adds up to one sumptuous feast! All we need from the 
church family is to sign up, let us know how many will be coming, and indicate if 
you will be bring a side/salad (we need a lot of these) or a desert.

     •  When:  Sunday evening, December 9th, at 5:30
     •  Where:  Robinson Middle School, just one block north of the church
     •  Who:  All are invited, from the babies to the “senior saints”!



OUR SENIOR PASTOR
a message from

Tim Maddock

Is it just me, or did we not just celebrate Christmas
a couple of months ago?  At the Maddock home, 
we begin to prepare for Christmas typically the 
weekend after Thanksgiving. The decorations are 
hauled out of the attic area in our garage, a 
pilgrimage is made to find the perfect tree, the house 
is decked out, and Sarah complains that I don’t hang 
lights outside (too cold, too much of a hassle, and I 
am a direct descendant of Scrooge somewhere back in my lineage). Cookies are 
baked, cards are sent out a couple of days before Christmas, parties are planned 
and attended, bowl games are watched, weight is gained…ah, isn’t this what the 
holidays are all about?

Not really…not at all. Christmas is all about Christ. Stick with me on this for 
just a moment. We all agree that things change over time, even definitions.  
Christmas originally was a combination of the name “Christ” and the word 
“Mass”; the remembrance of Christ coming to earth in the flesh, celebrated 
through partaking in communion. But things have changed…now there is a 
strong push to remove Christ from Christmas; if you do that, all you have left
is the word “mas”…the Spanish word for “more”.  Is that what Christmas has 
become? The celebration of getting more, spending more, owing more? Has 
Christmas simply been reduced to “mas”?

Be a revolutionary. Swim against the stream of today’s culture. It’s your 
choice, you know. What’s it going to be…simply a “holiday season” of stress, 
spending, and distraction, or a true “Christ-mass”, where the only thing that 
is really needed is the time to sit back and marvel that God came near…
Immanuel…God with us!  We don’t need “mas”…we just need Jesus!

Blessings, 

Tim
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All We Need 
for Christmas is Christ!
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Hi Everyone,

Yep, you guessed it, another year gone. Wasn’t it just last week we were saying; 
“what are our objectives for 2018? What happened? Did we skip summer?

Folks, it’s been a great year. It did go by very fast. That’s why we must take 
advantage of today. 

My prayer for all of you is that you will have good health. Spiritually, mentally 
and physically. My prayer is that we remain a family. A family that looks out 
for each other. A family that grows together. A family that has vision. To coin a 
phrase, (I think it’s from Winston Churchill), “vision without action, is only a 
dream”.

If you take a look around you will see that the overall landscape of the body of 
CPCC has changed significantly over the past 14 years. The junior highers are 
now our young adults with families and careers. Our elementary students are 
now our high school graduates. And yes, those of us who were old then, are
simply older now.

Let us prepare for 2019. Let’s share our visions and ask God how we can best act 
on them. The reality is; life goes by very fast. We have a limited amount of time 
to do all that life has to offer. God delights in seeing us happy but I pray that it is 
not at the expense of our service to Him. Be blessed my friends. It is an honor to 
serve with you.

Embrace what God has for you! Step into His finished work.

Blessings,

Randy

OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR
a message from

Randy Lesseski

Life Goes by Fast



Jeff Martens

STUDENT MINISTRIES
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High School Ministry Update:
On November 2nd and 3rd, we took a group of 14 high school students to a weekend 
retreat called “The Event” at Ozark Christian College in Joplin, Missouri. The theme 
for the weekend was “Rest” and it focused on the importance of taking time to 
find rest in the Lord. The weekend was not only good for the students, but very 
helpful to and refreshing for the adults as well. This theme couldn’t have been more 
perfect for all of us. This time of year is crazy, busy, and very stressful; it’s the season 
when everyone and everything is fast paced, which leaves very little time to 
rest in the Lord. The weekend was a great start to the Holiday season and an even 
better reminder that as things race from one holiday to another, we NEED to take 
time to rest in God’s presence. 

One of the best moments of the weekend was when they had us practice resting 
in the Lord. During this time, one of the opportunities we had was a chance to rest 
by the creek in a forest area covered with beautiful fall leaves and the silent, peaceful 
sound of running creek water. Enjoying God’s creation is one of the easiest ways to 
find peace in Him. Please remember during this busy time of year to make time for 
just you and the Lord. After all, we are celebrating His birth...what better way is there 
to reflect on him than to take time resting in His presence.

Resting in the Lord

Miranda Bohlender

Sunday Mornings:
Sunday School classes 

9:15 to 10:15 for all 
students from 

Preschool-12th grade. 
K-motion - 10:45 a.m.

Kids attend church during 
opening worship, offering & 
communion and are released 
to go across street with Jeff or 
Miranda during the sermon. 

Preschool Classes and a 
Nursery are available during
Sunday School & Worship.

Pictured to the left:
Students resting
peacefully in Gods 
beautiful creation.

Pictured below: 
Charles, Trey M. and 
Johnny enjoy some 
archery tag during 
free time.



STUDENT MINISTRIES 2.0
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Monday After 
School Program  

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Time of snacks, homework, 

reading, and games

Kids T.N.T.
Every Thursday Evening 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
In the CPCC Fellowship Hall

Dinner is served to all 
kids and helpers at 6:00 p.m.

This is an evening of 
dinner, worship, 

small groups, games, 
crafts & more!

Jr. High Youth
Sunday School Classes

9:15 to 10:15 AM
Class meets in the 

South Balcony Classroom 

Wednesday Youth Group 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

In the CPCC 
Fellowship Hall

Sr. High Youth
Sunday School Classes

9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Class meets in the 

Community Center 
RM 101

Sunday Youth Group
Meets every Sunday evening

from 6:15 to 8:00 p.m.
In the CPCC 

Fellowship hall.

During the Week:
Middle School & Kids TNT update:
Throughout November we have been discussing the same lessons with our 6th, 7th & 
8th graders as our elementary school and our high school students. The lessons have 
focused on the Psalms. We have been looking at the Psalms, written by David, that 
praise or thank God for who He is and how he is working in David’s life. We are 
understanding the importance of David’s Psalms and why it is important for us to 
give thanks to God in every situation. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “Give thanks in 
ALL circumstances; for this is GOD’S WILL for you in Christ Jesus.” This verse 
doesn’t say give thanks ONLY when your life is going well. Its tells us that it is God’s 
will for us to give thanks. It is a part of God’s will because He is too powerful and 
amazing for us not to give thanks to Him. Even during trials, God is who He says 
He is. During those times God remains our Savior, our Creator, our Strength, 
our Hope, our Shepherd, our Future, and our Father - the one who loves us 
unconditionally. Because of these truths, we ALWAYS have a reason to come to 
Him with a thankful heart. If you ever need encouragement on how to give thanks 
to God during a trial, take a look at the life of David and all that He went through. 
Read the Psalms he wrote during those hard times and you’ll discover most of them 
give thanks for who God is. One of the best ways to give thanks to God is to share 
your story or testimony. Share how God has led you through your own personal 
trials. Who is God to you? What does He look like in your life? What does He mean 
to you? Don’t keep those answers to yourself, share them with others this Christmas 
and be forever thankful for His work in you.

Upcoming Events
Be on the lookout for dates and deadlines for 
two upcoming events! We will share details on 
our Middle School Event for 6th, 7th, & 8th
graders late December. Details on our Preteen 
Event for 4th & 5th graders will come out late 
January.

Far right: 
Trey B. climbs the 

rock wall during late 
night activities at “The 
Event” in Joplin, MO.

Pictured to the right:
Ciarra, Stephen, and 

Alfredo enjoy some archery 
tag also at “The Event”.
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Does it bother anybody else that Christmas paraphernalia starts popping up in stores 
earlier and earlier every year? Every fall the stores, TV networks, radio stations, & 
everything else with a commercial bent to it seems to push the envelope more and more. 
I remember when December 1st used to seem like the start date, then it snuck back to 
Thanksgiving weekend, then before Thanksgiving. At some point it made it all the way 
back to replacing the skeletons and spiders of Halloween with Santa and candy canes. 
This year, the Hallmark Channel started playing their 34 new original Christmas movies 
for 2018 (yes, you read that right…34 different mediocre, melodramatic, rom-coms with 
the same plot and largely the same cast…but that’s a whole different topic) on October 
27th and I started seeing Christmas adds on-line while I was still on vacation in Europe…
in September! I mean, come on…September?!?!?

We have a strict rule in our house that Christmas decorations don’t go up until the 
weekend following Thanksgiving or later. Christmas music will not be played, at least 
when I am around to hear it, until the Turkey has been turned into at least two leftover 
meals. And those movies (the majority of which, I strongly believe should NEVER be 
watched) are not to be watched until Disney starts it’s 25 Days of Christmas on Dec 1st. 

These rules of course get broken regularly in our home though, largely because if it 
weren’t for the cold, Megan would probably try to move to the North Pole and get a 
job as Santa’s accountant. Well, there was a mid-November incident with “Baby It’s 
Cold Outside” that started me on a semi-legendary, Scrooge-worthy, Bah Humbug rant 
about how the other Holidays deserve just as much attention and how it’s not fair that 
Thanksgiving, Halloween, even humble Labor Day don’t get their due respect and lose it 
more and more each year to the commercial giant that our society has turned Christmas 
into. That rant led into an even more grandiose one about how we’ve watered down 
the meaning of Christmas with red sequins, 17 different versions of Santa Baby, and 
sickening-sweet love stories starring Candace Cameron.

But then, after I caught my breath and my face turned to its normal shade from the bright 
commercial-Christmas red it had become, I got to thinkin’. What if somehow, we as 
Christians, can use this to our advantage? Randy brought up a point during his sermon 
a few weeks ago that Christmas, the true meaning of Christmas, should be celebrated all 
year. What if we use this race to sell “holiday” decorations earlier and earlier each year, as 
a strategy or a reminder to spread the real reason for the season…as the old adage goes. 

OK, here’s my challenge. The next time you see a sale or a display at a store that you think 
may be a little premature, or hear a carol where a carol should not yet be, or the next time 
you see a sappy movie set in snowy southern California staring one or more former 
cast-members of Party of Five, use it as a reminder. Use it as a reason to tell somebody 
about Jesus. If the big holiday money machine can dominate the entire last few pages of 
the calendar with their “meaning of Christmas” then we can do the same with ours, 
or even more. Now I know we’re already into December and the acceptable season for 
getting all Christmas-y has begun so let’s just extend this to anything overly commercial 
or secular that pulls away from what we really should be focusing on this time of year. 
Any time anybody even brings up Christmas…remind them what the first six letters of 
that word are. 

a message from

OUR WORSHIP LEADER
When is too soon?

Jayme Green



Women’s Ministry
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Bible Studies

Wednesdays
6:45 - 8:00 p.m.

“Fatal Distractions”
Led by Barb Gray 

Group meets in 
the CPCC Parlor

Thursdays
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

The Book of Luke
Group will meet on 

December 6th at the home 
of Stacey Kemper and then 

will be taking a break
until January 10th

*contact church for address
Childcare is provided.

Deaconess 
   Meeting

The next Prayer Shawl meeting is 
Thursday, December 20th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

We will meet at
Judi Cox’s home, 

3511 SE Island Circle 
(Please call Judi for 

directions 272-9803.)

The next Deaconess meeting is 

Saturday, December 1st
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the church.

Monthly Bible Verses
11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  ~ 1 John 5:11-12 (NIV)



8

Christmas Eve Service
Monday, December 24th, 5:30 p.m.

Come and prepare your soul for Christmas as we unwrap the scriptures 
that describe God’s plan to redeem mankind from the dawn of creation. 

The incarnation is the greatest mystery mankind has ever been witness to…
God taking on flesh and becoming one of us in order to save us. 

We will sing familiar Christmas choruses, enjoy specials, and end 
our time with communion in our beautiful candle-lit sanctuary.  

News & Notes

DECEMBER 
CROSSING GUARD

Sunday School
9:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

December 2nd
Mike Swickard

December 9th
Rick Fischli

December 16th
Lynden Landholm

December 23rd
Andrew Swickard

December 30th
Jared Wilson

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. - Noon

December 2nd
Gary Burks  

& Josh Ward

December 9th
Gary Winslow

& Richard Murray

December 16th
Nick Ward

& Rodney Barrand 

December 23rd
Dan Force

& Tim Barnes

December 30th
Bob Ward

& Mike Thomas

Thank you ALL for your prayers and thoughts 
during Darrell’s cancer treatments. Darrell has 

been told that he is cancer free in his throat.
We appreciate you all so very much.

Merry Christmas, love you all!

Darrell & Janice Carr

The Church office will be closed on Monday, December 24th 
and on Tuesday, December 25th in observance of Christmas. 

The office will also be closed on Monday, December 31st at Noon 
and all day on Tuesday, January 1st in observance of the New Year.

May the blessings of the holidays fill your heart & home with happiness!
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Community Outreach

DECEMBER
NURSING HOME 

SCHEDULE
December 1st

Team #2
Stan & Pat Seidel

Arlene Elliot
Colene Fischli

December 8th
Team #3

Ray DeMoss, Judi Cox
Steve & Helen Horton 

December 15th
Team #4

Bill & Kim White
Veronica Hercules

Barb Gray

December 22nd
Team #5

Charles & Rujira 
Rightmeier

Ann Uhl, Sherry Reser

December 29th
Team #1

Randy Lesseski
Lynda Buchanan
Sharon Chandler

Barb Heston, Liz Murray

Fall Events 
at Doorstep

December
at Doorstep

This year has presented many challenges for Doorstep, and thankfully 
many blessings. Since we ended 2017 with fewer financial gifts than in 
the past, we have struggled with agency expenses, and grant funds that 

work on reimbursement throughout the year. And, now here we are 
back at December and working on our annual Christmas Store. We have 
requested 260 households from the Christmas Bureau sign-up this year. 

There will be 800+ individuals in these households, and we are 
committed to helping them with Christmas gifts and food.  

To do this, we need your help! We collect clothing, household items, 
blankets, school supplies, hygiene items, decorations, and more 
throughout the year. We did not have the funds to do clearance 

shopping for winter clothing in the first quarter of this year. 
Therefore, we have less clothing for all ages saved for the Store.  

We are greatly in need of new, winter clothing for infants & toddlers, 
youth, boys & girls, sizes 6-16, women and men. Women like the sweat 

sets, pajama pants & tops & long nightgowns. The men can use sweat sets,
 long sleeved shirts & boxer briefs (all sizes). All children receive an 

outfit and a set of pajamas. The youth section, sizes 6-16, is the largest 
age range we help, and we always have to buy clothing in these 

sizes to cover the children we have adopted.

We also need toys for all children, and gifts for teenagers. 
And, monetary gifts to help cover the food expenses of 

the Christmas Store, which is the largest expense.

The Christmas Store is the week of December 9th – 13th.
We need volunteers each day. Flyers have been distributed 

with the dates and times. Each adopted family goes around the 
Store with an escort. We schedule 19 households per hour 

during distribution, so we need volunteer escorts! 

You can bring donations for the Doorstep Christmas Store, 
Monday – Friday from 8am – 3pm. We are located at 1119 SW 10th

 (10th and Buchanan) or to your congregation. Donated items
 for the Store are needed by Monday, December 10th! 



Prayers & Notables

The next Cornerstone newsletter will print Thursday, December 27th. 
Please have all items to the office by 5 p.m. Thursday, December 20th.

Sunday, December 16th
The 2019 Proposed Budget and Leadership Nominees 

will be voted on at our congregational meeting 
following worship on Sunday, December 16th.  

Church members 16 years old and older may vote.  

Please see the insert for the budget and nominees in 
the bulletin, or contact the church office for an emailed 

copy.  If you have questions regarding the budget or 
nominees, please contact Tim at (785) 234-5963.

MEETING

CONGREGATIONAL

Our Thoughts & Prayers 
are with these 

Nursing Home Residents...
Topeka Presbyterian Manor

Marilyn Barnes
Mother of Vicki Lesser & Terry Barnes

Topeka Presbyterian Manor 
Robert & Agnes Cox

McCrite Plaza
Cecil Cook

Mother of Janice Carr

Operation Rolling Thunder
Please take some time on 

Saturday, December 1st
and commit to prayer regarding:

church, education, military, government, 
entertainment, health, family and business.

Prayer is Powerful 
Join others to start off your Sunday morning 
in a great way! At 8:30, a group meets in the 
middle classroom off the Fellowship Hall for 
30 minutes to spend time praising the Lord, 

praying for His leading and blessing, 
and asking Him to move powerfully 

in our classes and worship time. 
Come join us!
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“It’s that time of year…”, yes Christmas is fast 
approaching and the youth on Wednesday and Thursday nights are 
already talking about trees, decorating, vacation and 
presents - not necessarily in that order. Youth Ministry staff will 
be hosting Christmas Parties, Wednesday, December 19th for 
the junior high youth and again on Thursday, December 20th 
for the elementary school youth. We are asking the Central Park 
congregation to again help us with the party by donating full size 
blankets to be given as gifts at the party. The only requirements 
are that the blankets be new and full size. Blankets may be placed 
in the donation box in the church lobby now through Friday, 
December 14th. Thank you for your support of our youth programs!
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Monthly Events at CPCC...

Operation Rolling 
Thunder
8:00 AM
Men’s Bible Study
9:30 AM
Deaconess 
Meeting

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM Sunday 
School
10:15 AM Fellowship
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
12:00 SIAFU
6:15 PM
Sr. High Youth 
Group 

6:00 PM  
Lite Dinner  
6:30 PM  
Jr. High Youth Group  
6:30 PM - Men’s Bible 
Study-Tim’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor 

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study

No Women’s 
Bible Study
Group is taking a 
break until Jan. 10th 
6:00 PM Kids T.N.T. 
Christmas Party
6:00 PM
Prayer Shawl
At the home of 
Judi Cox

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
After School 
Program
5:30 PM
Spanish Class

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM Sunday 
School
10:15 AM Fellowship
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
12:00 SIAFU
5:30 PM
Anniversary Dinner
at Robinson

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W./T.N.T.
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8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM Sunday 
School
10:15 AM Fellowship
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
12:00 All-Church
Meeting
12:00 SIAFU
6:15 PM Sr. High 
Youth Group 

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM Sunday 
School
10:15 AM Fellowship
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
12:00 SIAFU
No Sr. High 
Youth Group

6:00 PM  
Lite Dinner  
6:30 PM  
Jr. High Youth Group  
6:30 PM - Men’s Bible 
Study-Tim’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor 

6:00 PM  
Lite Dinner  
6:30 PM  
Jr. High Youth Group 
Christmas Party 
6:30 PM - Men’s Bible 
Study-Tim’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor 

1:00 PM
Women’s Study
At the home of 
Stacey Kemper
6:00 PM
Kids T.N.T. 

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
After School 
Program
5:30 PM
Spanish Class

Church Office 
Closed
No Afterschool 
Program
No Spanish Class
5:30 PM
Christmas Eve
Service

No Afterschool 
Program
No Spanish Class
Church Office 
Closes at Noon.
Office will also be 
closed on Tuesday, 
January 1st in 
observance of the
New Year.

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM Sunday 
School
10:15 AM Fellowship
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
12:00 SIAFU
No Sr. High Youth 
Group

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
After School 
Program
5:30 PM
Spanish Class

No dinner or   
Jr. High Youth Group  
6:30 PM - Men’s Bible 
Study-Tim’s Office  
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor 

No Women’s 
Bible Study
Group is taking a 
break until Jan. 10th
6:00 PM
Kids T.N.T. 

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study

No Women’s 
Bible Study
Group is taking a 
break until Jan. 10th
No Kids T.N.T. 

DECEMBER  2018
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Church Office Closed



Prayer Time - Sundays at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
Fellowship Time - Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Worship Service & K-motion - Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
SIAFU - Sundays at 12:30 p.m. 
Sr. High Youth Group - Sundays at 6:15 p.m.
T.N.T.  - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Jr. High Youth Group - Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Kid’s T.N.T. - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.WEEK

JOIN US
DURING 
THE

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

1535 SW Clay St.
Topeka, KS 66604

Phone: (785) 234-5963 
Fax: (785) 234-0538

www.centralparkcc.org

Randy Lesseski
Associate Pastor

randy@centralparkcc.org

Tim Maddock
Senior Pastor

tim@centralparkcc.org

Jeff Martens
Student Ministry Pastor

jeff@centralparkcc.orgLynda Buchanan
Administrative Assistant

lbuchanan@centralparkcc.org

Jayme Green
Worship Leader

jayme@centralparkcc.org

CPCC Pastoral  & Support Team

Miranda Bohlender
Student Ministry Pastor

miranda@centralparkcc.org

Linda Bohlender
Media Specialist

lbohlender@centralparkcc.org


