
Can We Learn to Love God and Others Better?
Tim Maddock

If you are considering attempting something new and noble this new year, I 
have a suggestion. Commit to becoming a “lifetime learner”, someone who is 
intrigued with discovering new truths, mastering a new skill. Take a TUMI 
class…become a lunch buddy…learn how to build something with your own 
hands…pick a section of scripture and study it until it embeds in you (sermon 
on the mount…the fruit of the Spirit…the 7 churches of Revelation…the book 
of James are just a few ideas).

“I will love God and His people more fully” would also be a great aim for this 
next year. Where do we start? How about understanding the reality that there 
are many ways to receive and give love!

The 5 Love Languages  (Gary Chapman)

Quality Time  
“When you are with me, spending time with me, I feel loved”

Receiving Gifts 
“When you give me something, big or small, I know you are thinking of me”

Acts of Service 
“I feel loved when you make my life easier and help out”

Words of Affirmation 
“I thrive on your words and notes that speak life and love to me”

Physical Touch 
“I love it when you hold my hand, give me a hug, hold me close”

Since God Is Love, I Think He May Be the Source of These “Love Languages”

     •  How did Jesus demonstrate His love to us in all these ways?
         - I love Philippians 2: 1-8…Romans 5: 8…1st John 1: 1…and so many more!

     •  How can we love God with these same expressions of love?
         - What can I do with my time to show God my devotion?
         - What talents and treasures can I utilize to show God “I am thinking of you”
         - With my faith lived out “with its sleeves rolled up”  
            (TRM slogan, by the way)
         - With the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
            (Psalm 19: 14)
         - When I embody the life of Jesus with my own life 
            (Matthew 25: 36-40)


