
“Under This Roof ” - A Year End Giving Opportunity
Under this roof we love God and we love people. We worship and we 
celebrate our faith together. Under this roof, we are inspired through 
scriptures, sermons, music and communion. 

Under this roof we serve others. We do life together and we share in 
fellowship together. Weekly, our building provides children, youth and 
adults the chance to learn about Jesus and to share their faith with others. 

Under this roof we deploy mission teams to go to places near and far to 
serve God and to serve others.

But right now our roof is in critical need. Weather and time have broken 
down some of our roof ’s building material and before we see damage to the 
interior of our building and to our beautiful stained glass skylight, the roof 
needs to be replaced.

Will you prayerfully consider donating to our 
“Under This Roof ” campaign? A bid has been 
finalized and approved and construction will 
start mid-Janary. Unfortunately with COVID,
our giving has been down significantly so this 
$34,000 expense comes at a difficult time. 
Your gifts are greatly appreciated and needed.

TheCornerstone

1535 SW Clay St., Topeka, KS 66604 (785) 234-5963                                                      Derek Slack, senior pastor
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OUR SENIOR PASTOR
a message from

Derek Slack

We Fall Down
Matthew 2:10-11
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 

What made these men fall down? It seems obvious at first sight they knew in humility. 
When you look at Scripture you see this repeatedly, people kneeling or falling down 
in humbleness. In Psalm 95:6-7 it says, “Come, let us bow down in worship. Let us 
kneel before the Lord our Maker, Because he is our God, and we are the people of 
his pasture, the flock under his care. Come, let us bow down in worship. Let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker.”

This phrase, “fall down”, comes from a Hebrew word meaning to bow down low, to 
kneel in worship. It doesn’t mean just worship, but inside this word is the created 
posture of kneeling in worship. In scripture we’re told 170 times to kneel or to fall down 
before God in worship.

I also believe they fell down in joy. We know they were filled with exceeding gladness. 
Overjoyed, they responded in the only appropriate way. Think about this journey that 
they have been on. Some probably 1000 miles they have traveled over probably a couple 
years to find of this child. They go to Jerusalem first and the people think they’re crazy 
and have no clue what they’re talking about. Of course, they were filled with Joy! This 
was real, this was the king of kings! Everything they put their stake in was true! What 
an amazing sight. What do you do with something like this? How would anyone else 
respond? What do you do before this infant King? 

I believe the one other reason they fell down and knelt was as an offering. This idea 
of kneeling to offer contrition or a special gift should not catch us off guard in our 
culture. It is the most common response in a marriage proposal. When the man goes to 
propose, 99% of the time he does what with that gift of a ring? He kneels.

Now look at what they did after being overwhelmed in the presence of this king. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
It was customary, particularly in the ancient East, to bring gifts when approaching a 
superior. This Bethlehem story is a key part of this gospel message. Like the wise men, 
we need to put aside our pretense and our pride and worship this King. This text has 
the potential to change everything about how you think about your life, your job, your 
family and the entire world around you.

continued on page 3



3

OUR SENIOR PASTOR
a message from

We Fall Down...continued from page 2

The God who two thousand years ago sovereignly arranged the stars in the sky, 
the God who sovereignly directed these magi to the Messiah, is the God who has 
sovereignly played a part of your life and every detail in it, your family, your job, 
your school, your background and your relationships. God is looking to use your 
life to make the glad praise of Christ known among people everywhere. Whether 
you’re leading coworkers to joyfully worship Christ or you’re a student leading 
other students on your campus to be glad in Him, God wants to use you. 

Every believer has the responsibility and the privilege of spreading the gospel to 
the ends of the earth and we begin it best when we learn to submit, kneel, and fall 
before this King. Live for this purpose. Die for this purpose. Give your life and 
your possessions and your plans and your dreams for the cosmic, global purpose 
of God, the glad praise of Christ among all the peoples of the world. Let the 
nations fall before our God and Maker!

continued

We have made the decision to move our Anniversary Dinner, usually held 
in December, to Palm Sunday, March 28th, 2021. The move is twofold - 

one, due to the uncertainty of COVID we felt it best to postpone; and two, 
moving the anniversary celebration to Palm Sunday gives us the opportunity 

to celebrate not only our church’s 17th year of service to the community, 
but the chance to celebrate Jesus’ triumphal arrival into Jerusalem. We look 
forward to gathering with all of you at 5:30 p.m. for dinner and fellowship.

Please Note - Anniversary Dinner



Amplified® Bible
And I tell you, you are Peter [Greek, {Petros}
--a large piece of rock], and on this rock [Greek, 
{petra}--a huge rock like Gibraltar] I will build 
My church, and the gates of Hades (the powers 
of the infernal region) shall not overpower 
it [or be strong to its detriment or hold out 
against it]. Jesus plus nothing!!!

YOU AND I ARE THE CHURCH! Jesus is the 
Head of the church. The building is just a place
that we gather.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17  
16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 
17 If someone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is 
holy, which is what you are.

Yes. The oil painting of a church building that is attached to this article has a very 
special place in the history of CPCC. This, in fact IS the third building in a span of 
10 years that CPCC had occupied.

On the back of the painting are these hand written words:
•  Artist: Andria Young
•  Title: Central Park Christian Church----1908
•  Medium: Oil
    “A gift to Ray and Edith Smith. Our wonderful friends and Sunday school teachers.”
•  “Church was on the corner of 16th and Buchanan. Later an apartment building.”

I’m not a big history buff but I am a big fan of nostalgic history. When I look at 
a picture, hold an object in my had or even walk on a floor, I can almost feel the 
personalities of those who once animated the bodies of long ago that occupied this 
building.

The painting of the church is real and physical, but the “church” painted this portrait. 
Yes, because the people are the church. Let’s get back to the true simplicity of the 
gospel. 

The New testament church is not brick and mortar. The New Testament church is 
the Body of Christ. Flesh, bone and blood, in dwelt by God’s Holy Spirit. Redeemed 
by Christ’s death on the cross. Empowering humans to carry out the great 
commission. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel, (good news).”

Grace,

randy

OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR
a message from

Randy Lesseski

A Building is History. The “Church” is Forever.

4



a message from

OUR WORSHIP LEADER

Jayme Green

Racing and Chasing
I recently had the chance to get together with CPCC alum, Aaron Jones to hang out, 
fellowship and talk faith. At one point I mentioned “striving” to live out my faith. 
Aaron didn’t really like the word “striving,” taking it to mean “trying to earn.” And our 
conversation turned to that topic. I eventually clarified that I was fully aware that nothing 
I could ever hope to do would ever come close to earning the gift of God’s grace through 
Jesus and explained that maybe a better word to use may have been “chasing” instead.

I fully believe that as a Christian and a born-again believer, I never have to do anything 
again to earn or deserve the gift of salvation and eternal life. In fact, like I said a minute 
ago, I just plain can’t. I do, however recognize that it’s not all just sitting around, left to my 
own devices in this fallen world, waiting on His return or my number to be called either. 
In order to get by in this world, I have to do something to keep my focus on Him. I choose 
to illustrate that something as “chasing” after Jesus. I try to live each day in relentless, 
focused pursuit of my Lord. Sometimes I fail of course, but the more I chase, the less I lose 
my step.

Let me put a finer point on it. In the New Testament, Paul and Timothy both equate a 
life in Christ to running a race. I grew up in Southwest Iowa, not far from Council Bluffs. 
Right next to the Missouri River in Council Bluffs was a dog track called Bluffs Run. Bluffs 
Run was one of the first and largest greyhound tracks in the United States and while I 
never went there, I remember watching the commercials that would show all the time on 
the TV stations out of Omaha. I remember watching those commercials and seeing those 
greyhounds race. At the time, I don’t think I could imagine anything faster, just a perfect 
embodiment of speed, shooting like a bullet on that dirt track.  

As I got a little older and learned a little more about dogs, I started to wonder why they did 
that. It wasn’t like horse racing where there is a jockey driving the horse to the finish line, 
and dogs don’t think like we do, they don’t care about the things that make human athletes 
compete. Why, then would an animal who doesn’t care about fame or glory or doesn’t 
have a driver pushing it along put itself through the physical trial that those races must 
have been. I paid a little more attention to those commercials and I noticed something. 
They weren’t just running to run; they were chasing something. On the inside of the dog 
track was a rail and affixed to that rail was a little mechanical rabbit on a track. At the start 
of the race the little patch of fur on that rail would take off with the dogs right behind. 
Throughout the race, that piece of machinery would always be just out of reach, always 
slightly faster than they were. Playing to the instincts of those animals turned them into 
living breathing missiles, laser focused on and never breaking stride in their pursuit.

That’s how we should be in our daily lives. Always chasing after the glory of God and the 
person of Jesus, just out of reach while we still live in our physical bodies, running our 
race. Our eyes should be fixed and every fiber of our being should go into that pursuit, 
step by step until we reach the finish line and are able to say “I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” There is no contest with a greater reward.

A Building is History. The “Church” is Forever.
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Currently, during our weekly kids night on Thursday evenings we have 
been doing an awesome series over the characteristics of God. This series 
has helped the kids learn some really cool facts about God and has also 
helped them to be thankful for those things as well.

The first characteristic we discussed was how God is ALMIGHTY - 
meaning He is ultimately powerful. We see this clearly in scripture. The 
second characteristic was how God is AWESOME. We use this word so 
much in our day to day lives that it tends to lose it’s meaning. However, 
this series helped the kids understand how truly powerful that word is 
especially in reference to our one true Saviour! Only God deserves to be 
called “awesome”. As I reflect back on that lesson, I am in awe of Him and 
His power especially as I remember certain wow moments that can only 
be explained as being from God. The third characteristic we talked about 
was COMPASSION. When we look back at times we have mess up, it’s 
easy to see how truly compassionate God is. His love is never ending and 
He is quick to forgive us for our sins. 

During K-Motion on Sunday mornings we have been going over various 
scripture verses and talking about what they mean or teach us. The first 
verse we learned was Psalms 119:105. This verse taught the kids the 
importance of learning the word of God. We looked at the temptation of 
Jesus and how He used God’s word to stand up against satan. The next 
verse was Deuteronomy 6:5, this was to teach the kids the importance of 
putting God first in their lives. We read the passage in the new testament 
where Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was. When he 
was asked, He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength.” The final verse we focused 
on was Romans 3:23. This verse reminds us that ALL have sinned and no 
one can measure up to the glory of God. The passage we looked at was the 
fall of the world when Adam and Eve first sinned. 

I have so enjoyed watching the kids learn more about the greatness of 
God on Thursdays. I also have loved seeing the kids memorizing the 
verses in the Bible to help them remember truth from God’s word on 
Sunday mornings. It’s been a great month!

STUDENT MINISTRY

Miranda Bohlender

Kid’s T.N.T.
Kids Pre-K to 5th grade 

are invited to join us 
on Thursday nights for 
Kid’s Thursday Night 

Teaching (T.N.T.) from   
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner is served
at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Miranda at 
785-250-2707

with questions.

The Characteristics of God
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Monthly Bible Verses
 28 The angel went to her (Mary) and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary 
was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 
call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” ~ Luke 1:29-33

Ladies Bible Studies
Wednesdays 

6:45 to 8:00 p.m.

The Book of James
by Kay Arthur
Led by Barb Gray 

Group meets in the CPCC Parlor

Thursdays
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Selected Psalms
Group meets at the home of 

Allison Crow. To ensure proper 
social distancing, please notify
Allison if you are new to the 
group and would like to join!

Prayer Shawl MeetingDeaconess 
    Meeting

The next Deaconess meeting is

Saturday, December 5th
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the church.

Due to COVID, 
Prayer Shawl will not 

be meeting again 
until further notice.
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This month is all about the Christmas Store, even if it is completely different than in 
years past! This year is not a ‘Store’, but more of a Christmas Adoption Project. All of 
the families who signed up through the Christmas Bureau will receive a food order 
and a $15 gift card per person in the household. Doorstep is also adding a blanket 
and a health kit for each household. Distribution days this year will be December 
14th – 16th.

What is currently needed: Towel sets (bath & hand only), Toothpaste, Combs, 
Full-sized Shampoo/Conditioner, Deodorant, Full/Queen and King Blankets, and 
money. The money will be used to purchase gift cards, food, and any of the above 
items not donated. Where we have asked for items in years past, please send a check 
or go to our website (www.doorsteptopeka.org) to donate by credit card.  
SEE FLYER ON PAGE 9 WITH MORE DETAILS

We appreciate anything you can do to help this year during Covid Christmas.  
Don’t forget your year-end donations as well! Doorstep would gratefully accept your 
donations to help us start out 2021 in the black. Our extra Covid funds will be nearly 
spent, but people will still be in need in 2021, whether it is Covid related, or life has 
just happened, and they need our help!

COMMUNITY

at Doorstep

Thank you to our leadership 
team and CPCC volunteers 

for delivering boxes of 
farm fresh dairy, fruit and 

produce as part of the 
nationwide program,

FARMERS TO FAMILIES. 
The recipients of these boxes 

were truly thankful!

Our last food box 
giveaway will be 

Thursday, December 3rd.
    

The Salvation Army kicked off their annual Red Kettle Campaign on Friday, 
November 20th. This year donations can be made with a cell phone at the 
Red Kettle sites. The kettles will be equipped with Mobile pay, Apple pay 
and a scan bar to pay by phone.

The Salvation Army has been 
serving Topekans for 134 years 
by providing help for rent, utility 
payments and food. 

The goal of this year's campaign 
is $237,000. Won’t you consider 
donating?

Kicking off the Season
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COMMUNITY
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DECEMBER
CROSS GUARD
Sunday School

9:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

December 6th
Lynden Landholn

December 13th
Andrew Swickard

December 20th
Rodney Barrand

December 27th
Todd Huston 

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m. - Noon

December 6th
Dan Johnson 
& Cody Kelly

December 13th
Richard Murray 

& Chuck Shockey

December 20th
Jason Vinsonhaler
& Tristan Webb

December 27th
Rick Fischli 

& Mike Thomas

NEWS AND NOTES

The next Cornerstone newsletter will print Monday, December 28th. 
Please have all items to the office by 5 p.m. Sunday, December 20th.

The office will be closed on Wednesday, December 23rd, 
Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th in observance 

of Christmas. The office will also be closed on Wednesday, December 30th, 
Thursday, December 31st and Friday, January 1st in observance of the New Year.

May the blessings of the holidays fill your heart & home with happiness!

THINGS ARE ABOUT TO GET UGLY
Really...can 2020 get any uglier? It can and it will when you wear 

your most Ho-Ho-Horrible Holiday Sweater to church on Sunday, 
December 19th! Let’s get festive, have a laugh or two and wrap 

up 2020 in a neat little package as we say goodbye to an ugly year! 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

5-6 PM DECEMBER 24TH
Family Devotions, Music, Communion

Come & go between 5-6 p.m. and enjoy
Christmas music, partake in communion 

and share in devotions with your
family, friends & loved ones.
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THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

Each year, Voice of the Martyrs works through its global network to reach the 
children of persecuted Christians in restricted nations and hostile areas with 
a special Christmas Care Pack. The contents are tailored to specific needs of 
the children in each region, and every pack comes with a full-color, illustrated 
children’s Bible in the appropriate language. For most of these children, it is 
the first Bible they have ever received! If you would like to sponsor a care pack, 
details can be found below.

EACH PACK IS ONLY $35
Sponsor a Christmas Care Pack and share the love of Christ with the youngest 
members of our persecuted Christian family. The packs, which are tailored to 
meet their specific needs, include the following items:

• A children’s Bible
• School supplies
• Clothing
• Hygiene items
• A toy
• Christian literature

To ensure delivery by Christmas, sponsorship donations are due by Dec. 11.

For more information please visit:  www.persecution.com

Bless Children in Restricted Nations
and Hostile Areas



Our Thoughts & 
Prayers are with...

Robert & Agnes Cox
 Currently living with their daughter, Juanita.

Darlene McCarter 
McCrite Plaza Nursing Home Resident

Jim & Shirley Wolf
Atria Hearthstone Resident

Sandy Darnell
Ruble Ranch Assisted Living Resident

Operation Rolling Thunder
Please take some time on 

Saturday, December 5th
and commit to prayer regarding:

church, education, military, government, 
entertainment, health, family and business.

Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting
Join others at 8:30 a.m. Sunday mornings, in 

the middle classroom off the Fellowship Hall for 
30 minutes to spend time praising the Lord, praying 
for His leading and blessing, and asking Him to 

move powerfully in our classes and worship time. 

Monday Prayer Meeting
All are invited to join the Elders on Monday 
evenings, at 5:30 at the church, as they pray 

for our church, our city, our state and the nation.
The prayer meetings are also available via Zoom.

zoom.us/j/2029856144

Sunday, December 13th
The 2021 Proposed Budget and Leadership 

Nominees will be voted on at our
congregational meeting following worship 

on Sunday, December 13th. Church members 
16 years old and older may vote.  

Please see the insert for the budget and 
nominees in the bulletin beginning Sunday, 

December 6th, or contact the church office for 
an emailed copy. If you have questions 

regarding the budget or nominees, please 
call the church office at (785) 234-5963.

MEETING

CONGREGATIONAL

12

Prayers & Notables



DECEMBER  2020
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25
Christmas

26

27 28 29 30 31   

PDF Calendar © calendarlabs.com

Monthly Events at CPCC...

Operation 
Rolling Thunder
8:00 AM
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church
9:30 AM
Deaconess Meeting

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM 
Sunday School
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group
 

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church
& via Zoom

8:00 AM 
Men’s Bible Study
Group meets at 
the church

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W.

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church
& via Zoom

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM 
Sunday School
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group
Congregational 
Meeting

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM 
Sunday School
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group
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6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W.

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Allison Crow’s 
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(Dinner served)

6:00 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-3rd Floor 
South Classroom
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

6:30 PM
A.R.R.O.W.

6:00 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-3rd Floor 
South Classroom
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church
& via Zoom

 

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Allison Crow’s 
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(Dinner served)
6:00 PM
Prayer Shawl
At the home
of Judi Cox.

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W.

8:30 AM 
Group Prayer 
9:15 AM 
Sunday School
10:45 AM 
Worship Service
No SIAFU
12:30 PM 
High School 
Youth Group

5:30 PM
Prayer Meeting
at the church
& via Zoom

 

1:00 PM
Women’s Bible 
Study at 
Allison Crow’s 
6:00 - 7:30 PM
Kid’s T.N.T.
(Dinner served)

6:30 PM 
A.R.R.O.W.

6:00 PM  
Middle School 
Youth Group 
6:30 PM
Men’s Bible 
Study-3rd Floor 
South Classroom
6:45 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Parlor  

Office Closed                     Office Closed

DECEMBER  2020
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

  1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25
Christmas

26

27 28 29 30 31   
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Office ClosedOffice Closed

Office Closed                 



Prayer Time - Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School - Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service & K-motion - Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
SIAFU - No SIAFU in November
High School Youth Group - Sundays 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Prayer Time - Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
A.R.R.O.W.  - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group - Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Kid’s T.N.T. - Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.WEEK

JOIN US
DURING 
THE

Randy Lesseski
Associate Pastor

randy@centralparkcc.org

Jeff Martens
Student Ministry Pastor

jeff@centralparkcc.org
Lynda Buchanan

Administrative Assistant
lbuchanan@centralparkcc.org

Jayme Green
Worship Leader

jayme@centralparkcc.org

CPCC Pastoral  & Support Team

Miranda Bohlender
Student Ministry Pastor

miranda@centralparkcc.org

Linda Bohlender
Media Specialist

lbohlender@centralparkcc.org

Derek Slack
Senior Pastor

derek@cen t ra lparkcc .o rg

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

1535 SW Clay St.
Topeka, KS 66604

Phone: (785) 234-5963 
Fax: (785) 234-0538

www.centralparkcc.org


